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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH á LAKE CRYSTAL, MINNESOTA
ÒA House of Prayer for All PeoplesÓ

STILL UP IN THE AIR
Reflections from the PastorÕs Study

COMING HOME

The trip was wonderful. But it feels good to be home.
It always feels good to come home.

Our bus driverÑtaking us from the main pier in
Juneau to the bay where our whale-watching tour
would departÑtalked about Alaska as her home.  It
was rainy and cold and a bald eagle was perched
along the wayÑvery much at home on the street
lamp right there along the main road.

Do you remember the Advent/Christmas banner
made by Amy Nelson, ÒComing Home for
ChristmasÓ?

Think of the idea of coming homeÉ of welcoming
people to a place they may call homeÉ of
encouraging people to discover ÒhomeÓ as they
continue on the journeyÉ feeding them along the
way, both spiritually and physicallyÉ

ArenÕt those all images that help us discover what it
means to be a welcoming church in real, tangible,
concrete ways?  I think so!

In what ways might God be calling us to welcome
people home?  In what ways might God be calling us
to encourage people to discover their home in God?
Are we stretching out our arms, opening our hands,
and sincerely saying "welcome" to all persons who
desire a place to call home?  That's what God does for
each of us. And that's what we have been called by
God to do with all  those whose lives cross our paths.

SUMMER READING

What are you reading this summer?  On our cruise to
Alaska I read Away, a novel by Amy Bloom.  Away is
the story of Lillian Leyb, a 22-year-old Jewish
immigrant, of the people in her life, and of her
journey.  The story begins in New York City, moves
through the Midwest into Seattle, then Alaska and

the Yukon.  (Great book, but rated R.)  The neat thing
for me was having the places in the book match my
own vacation journey.  And although the title implies
going away the book ends with a coming home.

What are you reading?  Two of our members are
reading books about food, both from my library.
They are:

¥ Food for Life: the Spirituality and Ethics of
Eating by L. Shannon Jung; and

¥ Plenty: One Man, One Woman, and a Raucous
Year of Eating Locally by Alisa Smith and J.B.
Mackinnin.

The ÒSat-648 GroupÓ is reading and discussing
Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A Christian
Perspective (Michael Schut, editor).  I have not talked
with the group recently, but I am sure they are
always welcoming new members.  Simpler Living,
Compassionate Life is a wonderful and eclectic
collection of writings exploring voluntary simplicity
as a path to wholeness, abundance, and compassion.
One reviewer describes the study guide and book as
Òpractical, prayerful, and fun.Ó

What are you reading?

Back from vacation, I have two books IÕm just
finishing upÉ

¥ Animal, Vegetable, Miracle: A Year of Food Life
by Barbara Kingsolver; and

¥ Take This Bread: A Radical Conversion by Sara
Miles.

THE CYBER-WELCOMING CHURCH

Most of you are already aware of our website, but it
never hurts to remind folks.  I encourage you to visit
it often and to offer your ideas for material we should
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be including on our Òonline home.Ó  In addition to
the website, I have two blogs, one focused more
along the lines of the personal and family stuff, and
one focused on church.  To summarize:

First Presbyterian Church website:
www.aWelcomingChurch.org

ÒaWelcomingChurchÓ blog:
www.awelcomingchurch.blogspot.com

ÒStill Up in the AirÓ blog:
www.pax-agape-java.blogspot.com

By the way, I wanted to use Òpeace, love, and coffeeÓ
for my personal and family blogÕs URL, butÑno
surpriseÑit was already taken.  So I settled for ÒpaxÓ
(Latin for peace), ÒagapeÓ (Greek for love), and ÒjavaÓ
(the informal word for coffee, from the Java Island).
And, yes, updates on Carolyn are still located on the
Caring Bridge website:

www.caringbridge.org/mn/carolyn

And, one more thing related to our on-line presence.
We are working to make the newsletter available
every month on our websiteÑin fact, working to
make it available even before it gets mailed out!  If
you would like to subscribe to e-mail updates from
the church (including the newsletter), please sign-up
by sending an e-mail to Rhonna Nilson
(presbch@hickorytech.net).

AUGUST TRAVEL PLANS

In spite of the cost of gas, I have a few road trips
planned for August.  The first one will probably be
the most funÑthe Second Annual Bus Trip to the
Minnesota Twins on August 3.  A reminder, worship
will begin at 9:15 (as usual) and the benediction will
be given promptly at 10:00 on Sunday, August 3, so if
youÕre looking for a long sermon, you may want to
look elsewhere.  However, if you enjoy celebratory
worship squeezed into 45 exciting, fasts-paced
minutes, this will be just the place on Sunday,
August 3.

On Tuesday, August 12, I will be in Willmar for a
meeting of the Presbytery Council.  This is a
leadership and administrative arm of the Presbytery
to which I was elected in January.

Thursday, August 21 is Opening Day of the
Minnesota State Fair.  I am hoping my kids will join
me!

Immediately following worship on Sunday, August
24, I will be driving to Grand Rapids, Michigan by
way of New Berlin, WisconsinÑ641 miles one-way
according to Google Maps.  IÕll be driving for a
carpool of people serving on the Hymnal Advisory
Committee for a new hymnalÑa joint project of the
Reformed Church in America, the Christian

Reformed Church in North America, and Faith Alive
Christian Resources (the publisher of the ÒWalk with
MeÓ curriculum we use for Sunday school).  This is
an Òall-expenses-paidÓ trip except for the time
involved.  It promises to be an educational and
inspirational experience.

Glad to be on the journey with you,

Randy

AUGUST HIGHLIGHTS

¥ Sunday, August 3 Ð Worship @ 9:15
(ending promptly @ 10:00) followed by
the Second Annual Bus Trip to the
Minnesota Twins

¥ Tuesday, August 5 @ 7:00 pm Ð Christian
Education & Sunday School Teams
meeting together for planning and
organizing!  Parents, your input is
especially important.  Please attend if
you are able!

¥ Wednesday, August 13 @ 7:00 pm Ð
Session and Deacons ÒJoint MeetingÓ

¥ Sunday, August 31 Ð Joint Worship with
Methodists (including Communion and
Potluck Lunch) Ð LETÕS ALL STAY HOME
FOR LABOR DAY WEEKEND AND EAT
WITH THE METHODISTS. !

FINANCIAL SUPPORT AVAILABLE for
Social Ministry Programs:  Minnesota Valley
Action Council (MVAC), through the Capital
Compassion Fund (CCF), is offering capacity-
building grants to assist groups working on
critical human needs, such as elders in need,
homelessness, at-risk youth, prisoners and
families of prisoners and people struggling
with addiction,  CCF grants will be made to
emerging human services groups and
organizations, faith-based organizations,
worshipping communities serving
community, and community-based
organizations.  Five areas are supported by
the grants; leadership, program design and
development, financial sustainability,
infrastructure and community engagement.
A total of 120,000 will be awarded this
summer.  Individual grant size will range from
$5,000 to $15,000.

For more information or to request an
application package, contact Judd Schultz,
CCF Project Regional Liaison at 507-345-
MVCA or jschultz@mvac.mankato.mn.us.
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Or you can go to our web site at
www.mnvac.org.

UNDERSTANDING GRIEF Ð A supportive
gathering for those grieving the loss of a
loved one on Thursday, August 14, 2008É
from 5:30Ñ7:00pm at Bethlehem Lutheran
Church, 720 S. 2nd St., Mankato.

There is no charge for this seminar, but pre-
registration is required.  For more
information or to register, please call Diana
Carrigan at 507-385-2989 or 800-327-
3721, extension 2989.  This program is
sponsored by Immanuel St. JosephÕs
Hospice.

ICE CREAM SOCIAL-- First Presbyterian
Church of 141 S Rice St in Kasota is having
as Ice Cream Social Wednesday, August 6,
2008 from 5:00pm to 7:00 They will be
serving hot beef sandwiches, pies, cakes and
ice cream.  There will be music by Cal Brazier.

Birthday Card Shower for

Oneita WilliamsÕ 101st Birthday

August 12, 2008

Please send your greetings to:

LCHCC, P.O. Box 60, Lake Crystal, MN  56055

NURSERY MINIST RY
All childrenÑregardless of ageÑare welcome in worship.
However, sometimes the church nursery is an important service for
parents of infant and toddler children up to around age 3.  We
staff the nursery using volunteers during worship and we can
always use more folks who are ready, able, and willing to help!
There are 52 weeks in a year.

If 26 persons were to each volunteer for just two weeks each
year, we would be fully staffed!  Your help enables the parents of
our youngest children to worship as a family.  Please look for the
sign-up sheet on the table in the Fellowship Hall during coffee-
time fellowship, and sign-up to help in the nursery.  Thank you!

LAKE CRYSTAL FARMERS MARKET  will be
open Each Friday through end of the season
from 3:00Ñ6:00pm at the parking lot just
east of Collis Store on Highway 60 in Lake
Crystal.

Organizers say the market will include
vegetables and fruits, honey, farm-fresh

eggs, baked goods, wood crafts, candles and
many more items.  For more information call
Barb Overlie @ 642-8098, Jim Swartout @
507-327-1331, Marvel Roberts @ 507-
439-65-78 or Rose Tinklenberg @ 507-
327-7000.

TELEPHONE EQUIPMENT AT NO COST-- Do
you wish it was easier to hear callers clearly.
To hear the phone ring, to dial or hold the
phone, or to have your voice understood on
the telephone?  You may be eligible to receive
the telephone equipment you need free of
charge from the State of MinnesotaÕs
Telephone Equipment Distribution Program.
You are already paying for this service
through a telephone surcharge on your
phone bill.  For more information call 1-800-
657-3663 (TY callers 1-888-206-
6555) or visit our web site at
www.tedprogram.org .

NEWSLETTER ON THE WEB  Ð To receive a
monthly reminder and an active link to the
newsletter online, please submit your e-mail
address to the church office.

The easiest way to do this is to send an e-
mail to  presbch@hickorytech.net with ÒSign
Me Up for the NewsletterÓ as the subject
and your full name in the message.  If your
family members have individually e-mail
addresses, please send us each address
youÕd like the reminders sent to.

The Penny Poem
Submitted by Loree Brown

I found a penny today
Just laying on the ground
But it's not just a penny
This little coin I've found

ÒFound PenniesÓ come from heaven
That's what my grandpa told me
He said angels toss them down
Oh, how I loved that story

He said when an angel misses you
They toss a penny down
Sometimes just to cheer you up
To make a smile out of your frown

So don't pass by that penny
When you're feeling blue
It may be a penny from heaven
That an angel's tossed to you
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Randy saysÉ

Oh yeah?  Probably chock full of somebodyÕs germs, too.
ThatÕs what my mom always told me!

Just teasing you, Loree, Thanks, as always, for helping
brighten-up our days and for contributing to the
newsletter.

Pass the word along to everybodyÉ

We need even more folks to do exactly like Loree does
almost every monthÉ Pass along fun poems and
interesting stories and cute vignettes and new ideas!

Remember:  You are the editors of this newsletter!

Submit your articles, thoughts, news bits, thank you
notes, joys and concerns, and any ideas you have to
either Rhonna or Randy.  See the calendar for the
next deadline.  If you have ideas, please let us know!

Rhonna:  presbch@hickorytech.net

Randy:  rlubbers@hickorytech.net

SHARING GIFTS IN WORSHIP

USHERS FOR AUGUST:

Loree Brown, Ruth Ann Capasso,
John & Janice Fredericksen

RIDES TO WORSHIP FOR AUGUST:

Sandy Hollerich @ 546-3059

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE (LAST MONTH)

July 6 61
July 13 133
July 20 53
July 27 79

Bus Trip to the Minnesota
Twins on Sunday, August 3
We have 76 people signed up for the Second Annual First
Church Bus Trip to the Minnesota Twins!  The chartered
buses will leave the church for the Twins-Indians game on
August 3 following our morning worship serviceÑplease
feel free to wear comfortable, Ògame dayÓ clothes to
church!  Last year the congregation was filled with Twins
shirts and the trip was a wonderful time of fun and
fellowship.  There is still some room on the bus for those
who wouldnÕt mind finding their own tickets once we
arrive at the Metrodome.  Please talk to Randy Lubbers,
Marlyn Buss, or Rhonna Nilson (office phone 726-2877) if
you would like last-minute information about the trip!

Session Highlights
Special meetings of the congregation and session were
held on June 22 & 29, 2008 to discuss the acquisition of
the property at 212 South Crystal Street Ð the house and lot
immediately to the south of the churchÕs property.  At each
of these meetings there was significant and open
discussion about issues, questions, and concerns.  At each
of these meetings the vote was unanimous to go forward
towards the purchase of the property.  Thank you to the
property acquisition task force for their leg-work and time,
prayerful and thoughtful decision-making processes, and
for a clear presentation of the issues and options to the
session and the congregation.  Thank you to the session for
continued Spirit-led leadership. Thank you to the
congregation for thoughtful questions, patience to let all
voices be heard, and for the trust you place in the elected
leadership of the church.

July 1, 2008 Ð Regular Meeting of Session Ð called to
order with prayer and a scripture reading from Matthew
10:37-42.  Financial reports through June 30 were
approved.

Property Acquisition Task Force Ð MSC to approve Al
Sutherland (Acting Treasurer) as an authorized check
signer for First Presbyterian Church Lake Crystal at
Minnstar Bank.  Reported that the purchase price of the
property at 212 South Crystal Street is $37,000.  The
monies have been redeemed from the churchÕs Capital
Improvement Fund Investment in the New Covenant
Balanced Growth Fund.  Check will be mailed to the
church with estimated date of receipt of July 8-11.  
SESSION continues on page 5 "
SESSION continued from page 4

Rhonna Nilson, administrative assistant, has been
instructed to deposit the monies and call Al Sutherland
upon receipt.  Al Sutherland will proceed with the closing
on the property. (Note to update the process: Yes, this has all
happened according to form.)

 Worship Team Ð Norma Berquist is to be the lay pastor on
July 6, 2008 and Bob Williams will be the worship leader.
NWC drama team will be here July 10, 2008.  Valle Del
Oro Choir will be here on July 13 with Mary Olson as
worship leader.  Joan Engstrom is to be Lay Pastor on July
20 with worship leader Janis Fredericksen.  Celebration of
LordÕs Supper is on July 27 with Deacons serving
communion.  Joint worship including the LordÕs Supper
and potluck lunch with First United Methodist Church will
be Sunday, August 31.

Community-Building (Fellowship) Team Ð Karrie
Fredericksen, event coordinator of NWC drama ÒGoliathÓ
will serve supper to the team prior to the presentation.
MSC to authorize the special offering to go to
Northwestern College.  Valle del Oro (Mesa, Ariz.) Choir
Potluck following worship on July 13.  We expect 66
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guests.  The event coordinators are Karri Frederickson,
Miriam Jones and Sandy Karels.  Twins Trip on August 3
Ð the event coordinator is Marlyn Buss.

PastorÕs Report Ð Randy will take vacation from Saturday,
July 5 at 5pm (after the wedding) through Friday, July 18
at 5pm (wedding rehearsal), and Sunday, July 20.
Arrangements have been made for Nancy Dreier from
Zion Lutheran Church to cover any pastoral care
emergencies including funerals.  However, in case of
funerals, Randy has also confirmed with other Presbyterian
pastors (Dawn Carder, Penny Johnson, and Steve Boots)
their availability if needed or desired by a family.  The
ÒAssignmentÓ for each elder in preparation for the August
meeting:  Read and be prepared to discuss the
ÒCommitment to PeacemakingÓ and the ÒCommitment to
Evangelism.Ó  Randy believes we are already proactive
committed to both, but there is no record of the church
ever having officially made these commitments.  Randy
has been selected to serve on an Advisory Committee for a
significant, national new hymnal project by Faith Alive
Christian Resources.  The committee will meet once each
year in late August until publication.  The first meeting is
August 24-26 in Grand Rapids, Michigan with all expenses
paid.  Randy views this as a great opportunityÑand sees
the time as both vacation and continuing education.
Officially, however, it will be treated as vacation at
RandyÕs request.

Communications Ð Letters regarding actions of General
Assembly were handed out.  Next meeting is a joint
meeting with Board of Deacons on August 13th at 7pm.
Meeting was adjourned with the LordÕs Prayer.

IMPORTANT
AND

FUN NEWS

Vacation Bible School will
be August 10-14 in
conjunction with Zion
Lutheran Church in Lake
Crystal.  The theme will be
SERVICE.  If you would like
more information about
VBS, or if you would like to
be involved or more active
in any way, then please call
Noreen Wolf (278-3115).

Thank you!
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

2 Luke Lubbers
2 Sandy Karels
3 Dusty Hughes
5 Patti Roberts
8 Eric Hood
10 Lloyd Jones
10 Joan Hughes
11 Riley Ellanson
12 Oneita Williams
19 Carolyn Lubbers
21 Cole Davis
23 Mick Davis
26 Rhonna Nilson
30 Hans "Chuckie" Gunderson

Upcoming Bridal
Showers in the
Fellowship Hall

Saturday, August 9, 2008
at 10:00am for

Kiera Fredericksen &
Joshua Voelker

Tuesday, August 12, 2008
at 7:00pm for

Danielle Imlay &
Andrew Duffey
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CONTACT INFORMATION

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT:  RHONNA NILSON

Church Office .............................. (507) 726-2877
E-mail ................................. presbch@hickorytech.net

Office Hours ..... Monday Ð Friday   8:30 AM  Ôtil noon
Web Site ...........................www.aWelcomingChurch.org

Ways to reach Randy

PastorÕs Study (507) 726-2674
Residence ......... (507) 726-2477
Mobile .............. (507) 317-9814
E-mail ...rlubbers@hickorytech.net

Other Important Phone Numbers

Jay Richardson (Custodian) .....726-6803

(Cell)  384-1082

Bob Williams (Worship) ...............549-3759

Tom Hamberg (Building & Property) 726-6484

Kurt Johnson (Faith Formation) 387-5833

Harris Tinklenberg (Stewardship) 507-642-2870

Members living at Country Neighbors
Blodwen Davis
Borgie Johnson

Member living at The Towers
Paul Peterson

Members in Nursing Homes
Lois Roberts Ð LCHCC
Oneita Williams Ð LCHCC
Arlene Fredericksen Ð LCHCC
Katherine Larson Ð Rochester HCC

Members at Primrose
Velma Collis
Margaret Carr

Dinnertime

...Something cherished in
our family lifeÉ

ÉThe cornerstone of our
familyÕs mental healthÉ.

ÉIf I had to quantify it, IÕd
say 75 percent of my
crucial parenting effort
has taken place during or
surrounding the time our
family convenes for our
evening meal.  IÕm sure
IÕm not the only parent to
think so.  A survey of
National Merit
scholarsÑexceptionally
successful eighteen-year-
oldsÉ  turned up a
common thread in their
lives:  the habit of sitting
down to a family dinner
table.  ItÕs not just the food
making them brilliant.  ItÕs
probably the
parentsÑtheir care,
priorities, and culture of
support.  The words, ÒIÕll
expect you home for
dinner.Ó

The soul of cookingÉ. the
song of a stir-fry sizzle, the
small talk of clinking
measuring spoons, the
yeasty scent of rising
dough, the painting of
flavors onto a pizza before
it slides into the oven.  The
choreography of many
people working in one
kitchen is, by itself, a
certain definition of
familyÉ.

ÐBarbara Kingsolver.

Animal, Vegetable, Miracle:
A Year of Food Life
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VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
Presbyterian
Women have
named a Local
Service Chair for
each month of
the year.
To help serve at
a funeral or to
volunteer to
bake cakes
please call the
Local Service
Chairperson.

LOCAL SERVICE CHAIRPERSONS

August Ð Miriam Jones (726-2186)
September Ð Rose Tinklenberg (507-
642-2870)
October Ð LaVola Lewis (726-6257)
November Ð Janice Fredericksen (726-
2791)
December Ð Miriam Jones (726-2186)

NOTE CARDS
Cards are in packs of 10 for $4.00.
Available at the church office.
Or contact LaVola Lewis or Dee Freier.

SOUP LABELS
Campbell Soup Labels collection box can be
found in the church office. Benefits the
Presbyterian Camp on Lake Okoboji (IA).

SPIRITUAL RETREAT
Fall Spiritual Retreat for Presbyterian Women
will be September15-16 at Green Lake    Bible
Camp in Spicer, MN.  Spiritual leadership will be
presented by Rev. Candace Adams of Hope
Church of Spicer.
If interested contact LaVola for more
information!


